
Instruction guide for individuals seeking refugee protection

	Completing the forms
	Follow the step‑by‑step instructions below to fill out the application form.
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Be complete and accurate
	This form is used to apply for refugee protection in Canada.  

This form must be completed and signed by the applicant. Print clearly with a black pen. You must answer all questions. If a section does not apply to you, write “not applicable” or N/A.  If you leave any section blank, the processing of your refugee protection application will be delayed. 

Do not use acronyms.
With the exception of Q. 49, if the space provided on the form is not sufficient to fully answer a question, use an additional sheet of paper.  Write your name and date of birth at the top left corner of each additional sheet, and for each answer, indicate the question number and to whom the answer applies to i.e. either yourself or one of your accompanying dependants (clearly state his/her name). 

Note: The “applicant” refers to all adults 18 years and older or any unaccompanied minors.  An unaccompanied minor is an individual who is not accompanied by his/her parents or legal guardian when approaching the immigration authorities.  The "applicant" also refers to individuals instructed to complete this form.  


	Question

	Preferred language

	1
	Indicate by checking the appropriate box the official language (French or English) you are most comfortable in. 



	2
	If you need an interpreter, check "yes" and clearly indicate in which language and/or dialect.



	Question
	Information about you

	3
	Print your last name (surname/family name) as it appears on your passport and/or official government document. 



	4
	Print your given names as they appear on your passport and/or official government document.

	5
	List all other name(s), including maiden name, names from previous marriages, nicknames, current and/or past aliases, etc. 



	6
	Write your name in your native language (for example: Arabic, Cyrillic, Chinese, Korean, Japanese characters).



	10
	You must indicate the country in which you last resided before coming to Canada (this may or may not be the country in which you fear persecution). The term "residing" implies that you were legally admitted to permanently live in that country. This does not include, for example, countries in which you were a foreign student, guest worker or without status.



	Question
	Address In Canada

	14
	Provide your residential address in Canada.  

Note: Any change of address must be reported to Citizenship and Immigration Canada in writing within 48 hours of moving. 



	15
	Only complete this section if your mailing address is different from your residential address. Example: post office box (PO box)


	16
	Ensure that you state the relationship between the person and yourself such as, but not limited to, siblings, parents, cousins and friends.



	Question
	Identity Documents

	17
	List all documents you have in your possession or have used to travel to Canada such as: 

· passport 

· driver's license

· electoral card

· birth certificate  

The term "have used to travel to Canada" means all identity documents that are lost, destroyed or were returned to smugglers, including genuine or false identity documents.



	18
	List all documents your accompanying dependants have in their possession or have used to travel to Canada such as: 

· passport 

· driver's license

· electoral card

· birth certificate

In the first column, write the name of the accompanying dependant to whom the document belongs.

The term "have used to travel to Canada" means all identity documents that are lost, destroyed or were returned to smugglers, including genuine or false identity documents.



	Question 
	Route or itinerary you took to come to Canada. 

	19
	List the exact route of your journey to Canada. Write the cities you went through, starting with the departure from your country of citizenship or former habitual residence and ending with your arrival in Canada. 
Your route/itinerary could have taken many months/years to complete and you may have used different modes of transportation such as plane, train, bus and boat.  You must indicate the modes of transportation on the form.
"Former habitual residence" means where you last lived permanently whether legally or illegally.  This excludes your country of citizenship.



	20


	Examples of coming to Canada by using any counterfeit, altered, fraudulent or improper information: using a false passport or having obtained a visitor visa with the intention to stay in Canada permanently.

	21
	Examples: travel agent, smuggler, lawyer, family member, etc.

If you write “yes”, you must answer 22 to 24. If you answer “no”, continue to question 25.
A smuggler is a paid or unpaid agent who helped you to come to Canada.


	23
	If you have paid someone to come to Canada, please indicate the amount of money and the currency (Canadian or American dollars, Euros, etc).  

	Question
	Information about your Application

	26 to 36


	Check “yes” or “no” in the box provided for each question. If you answer “yes” to any question, provide details in each appropriate box.  If the space provided on the box is not sufficient, use an additional sheet of paper. 
If you use additional paper, make sure you indicate the question number you are answering and whether it applies to you or your accompanying dependant. Write your name and date of birth at the top left corner of each additional page. 
Question 26: please indicate the amount of money you have in your possession and the currency (Canadian or American dollars, Euros, etc).  


	Question
	Family Members

	37
	You must include your spouse, common-law, same-sex partner and all your children whether they are accompanying you to Canada or not.



	38
	This question only applies to unaccompanied minors. An unaccompanied minor is an individual who is not accompanied by his/her parents or legal guardian when approaching immigration authorities.


	Question
	Education 

	39 and 40


	Starting with the most recent, list all courses and/or training you have received or taken since secondary school. 


	Question
	Occupation 

	41


	Starting with the most recent, list your occupation during the past 10 years. If you are or were unemployed, you need to indicate it by stating what activities you were doing during that period of time, such as: traveling, studying, looking for employement, etc. 
Do not skip or exclude any period of time within these 10 years.  

There should be no lapse in time.  Every day, month and year must be accounted for or we will not be able to process your application.



	42


	Have you ever held a government position, such as: 
· judge

· police officer

· civil servant
Indicate the level of authority and the responsabilities of the position you held.  
Do not use acronyms.  



	43 and 44


	Have you ever belonged to or been associated with any military, paramilitary service or training. If “yes” describe the rank (level) of your authority or leadership.  Include dates and places of active duty and the names of your superior officers. 
Do not use acronyms.  



	Question
	Address History

	45


	Starting with the most recent, list all addresses where you have lived in the past 10 years. Indicate the length of time you lived at each location and make sure not to exclude any period of time within these 10 years. 
There should be no lapse in time.  Every day, month and year must be accounted for or we will not be able to process your application.



	Question
	Organizations

	46
	List any organizations or groups you belonged to, supported, or were associated with, such as (but not limited to): a political or social party; a student group; a religious organization; or a human rights group. 
Describe for each organization the activities or positions held and the length of time you where involved in each organization or activity.  

Do not use acronyms.  



	Question 
	Claim for Refugee Protection in Canada

	47 to 49
	In order to qualify for protection in Canada, you must establish that you are unable or unwilling to return to your country of citizenship or country of last permanent residence because of:

· Well-founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group 
OR

· Risk of torture or cruel and unusual treatment or punishment

Question 48: Who are you afraid of?  This can be a person or organization.  Be precise.

Question 49:  be concise and do not use an additional sheet of paper as you will have the opportunity to explain all the facts and details related to your claim to the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada.

	Important
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	Declaration of applicant

You must sign your application in the presence of a representative of the Canadian Government or an Official appointed by the Canadian Government.
By signing this form, you solemnly declare that the facts you stated in this form are complete, correct and truthful.  

By signing this form, you also declare that you will provide immediately any changes to the information included in this form.  For example: change of address.

	Important
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	Declaration of interpreter

If you used an interpreter to fill out this form, have him/her complete the “Interpreter Declaration” section immediately after you have answered all the questions on this form.  

If you have used an interpreter to fill out this form and the interpreter's section has not been completed, we will not process your application.
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